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marks of " universalism " (».«., the effort after universal prevalence),
monotheism, and the " specifically" ethical character. The last
character has the pre-eminence; the two former being ito conditions.
Religion is, first of all, something "objective," an institution. The
religious community into which a person is bom acts on him before he
acts on it. Thus it is impossible for anyone to look at the documents of
Christianity, for example, wholly unbiassed by influences from his
religions environment. A statement of Christian dogmatics from the
point of view of a particular Church must, however, be at the same time
the statement of a personal faith; and, ultimately, it is on subjective
conviction that articles of faith rest. Among the psychical elements of
religious belief, feeling—and not thought or will—is the first in rank.
AH religions except Christianity (with the preparation for it in Judaism)
have been produced simply by the sense of a practical need, in face of
the " general revelation" of human life and of the course of nature ;
Christianity (with the religious institutions that prepared the way for it),
by this need together with a divine answer to it m a " special revela-
tion ". Apart from " internal experience," the objective relation between
God and nmn that is asserted by the believer is indemonstrable. To
those who have no internal experience of the relation, all that can be
shown is that the belief in its reality is not contradicted by positive
scientific or historical knowledge.

Biblische Pgychologie, Biologie und PitdagogQe alt die Orwndlagen chrittlicher
Erzxchung und Selbstzucht. Dar^estellt von Professor Dr. KARL
FISCHER, Kdnigl. preuss. Gymnasialdirektor. Gotha : F. A. Perthes,
1889. Pp. xii., 119.

The author—presupposing in each case the unity and sufficiency of
the scriptural teaching—gives an account of " Biblical Psychology "
{pp. 8-82), " Biblical Biology" (pp. 85-70), and " Biblical Pedagogics "
(pp. 78-95). In a final section (pp. 99-119) he briefly sets forth his theory
of " Christian education and self-discipline ". The first section has most
philosophical interest; giving, as it does, a clear and coherent view of
the psychology of the Bible. Dr. Fischer's accounts of the relation of
soul and spirit (Pneuma), and of the heart as the centre of the inner life
—a use of the term which is compared with that of Homer and the
tragedians—are especially good. The second section is concerned
rather with the application of biological terms, such as " birth'' and
"growth," to the spiritual life, than with biblical biology in the strict
sense in which psychology is spoken of in the first section. Education,
according to the view set forth, is divisible into three stages—of
nature, of law and of the spirit The third stage is that of self-disci-
pline exclusively ; the first two, in the Christian view of education, are
the preparation for this. In the life of the individual as of mankind,
the author regards the state of (relative) " natural innocence" as
preceding the state of law; and he holds it to be the duty of the
educator to prolong the former as much as possible. Teachers will
find, in his pedagogic sections, many useful hints. In particular he
dwells on the importance of adapting the method of education to the
dispositions and capacities of the individual child.

Historia fhilosophiae Graecae. Testimonia Auctorum conlegerunt Xotisque
instruxerunt H. HITTER et L. PRELLER. Editio septima, quam
curaverunt FR. SCHULTESS et ED. WELLMAXN. Gothae: Sumptibns
Fridr. Andr. Perthes, 1888. Pp. vi, 598.

Here is completed the new, and not a little modified, edition of Bitter
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and Prtller, of which a first part appeared separately in 1886, and was
noted in MIND xii. 810. The important character of the changes so far made
by the first of the two co-editors whose names now stand on the title-page,
was there indicated. It is not expressly said, but it may perhaps be in-
ferred, that the second two-thirds (or more) of the work, beginning with
the Sophists, have been seen to by the other co-editor; to him, certainly,
are due the two indexes (pp. 571-98), which, now for the first time
appended, greatly add to the practical value of so varied and comprehen-
sive a repertory of philosophical opinion. It was not necessary to the
same extent (as in the earlier part) to recast or to enlarge the sections
dealing with the great and the later periods of ancient thought; it has
even been found possible to provide more room for the new matter by
withdrawal of less important passages formerly given. But all through
there is evidence of the great care taken to make the book, in the
present more advanced state of knowledge, as indispensable to the
student of ancient philosophy as it has been found to be ever since it
first appeared in 188a
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NOTICE will follow.
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